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Editorial: Drug price hike unfair 


In December, Tribune reporters Carson Gerber, George Myers and Cody 
Neuenschwander published a lengthy story on the latest local figures 
related to the opioid epidemic, “Overdose deaths drop, dispatch figures rise 


in Howard County.” 


As they wrote in that story, in 2015, there were 231 “overdose in progress” 
calls for service. Through Dec. 8, 2016, the 2016 number jumped to 422 


total incidents. There was a reason for this change. 


“One explanation for the uptick in overdoses but decline in overdose deaths 
is naloxone, the generic form of the brand name Narcan, according to 
Howard County Public Health Project Coordinator Jennie Cauthern,” they 
reported. “The use of Narcan is described by the U.S. National Library of 
Medicine as a way ‘to reverse the life-threatening effects of opiate 
[narcotic] overdose. ... It works by blocking the effects of opiates to relieve 


wy 


dangerous symptoms caused by high levels of opiates in the blood. 


In 2015, there were just two “overdose Narcan” calls for service, which is 
defined as an overdose call in which police or fire agencies respond and 
administer Narcan before medics arrive. In 2016, there were nine such 


calls. 


The numbers are clear: this is an effective method of reducing mortality in 


addicts. 


So when we read the following report from Feb. 8 by WXIN-TV’s Trevor 


Shirley, frustration was just one of the many words we felt. 


“A pharmaceutical company is under fire after the price of its lifesaving 
heroin-overdose drug has jumped by several thousand dollars. The company 
in question is Kaléo Pharmaceuticals, which manufactures a product called 
Evzio,” Shirley reported. “It’s an FDA-approved auto-injector device loaded 
with naloxone, a drug being used more and more often to stop opioid 
overdoses. The company has now raised the price of Evzio from around 


$690 three years ago to $4,500 currently.” 


Sen. Joe Donnelly, D-Indiana, is one of 30 senators demanding an 
explanation. We join Donnelly and his fellow lawmakers in asking for more 
information. This is just the latest example of costs related to our health 
care system skyrocketing due to pure greed. This time it’s personal. Though 
this particular company doesn’t produce the brand of the drug used locally, 
there are communities out there this change will hurt. We know the cost of 
opioid addiction in Howard County, and if this drug becomes unaffordable, 
the drug companies responsible for this price hike have blood on their 


hands. 


